SUNDAY 4th August 2024 

Hawkley Cricket Club 216 for 5, Rain Men Cricket Club 129. Hawkley win by 87 runs

An important backdrop to this match was that the Rain Men had players on holiday so were short of numbers. Rather than loose this cricketing opportunity Hawkley were able to lend The Rain Men three able cricketers in Nick Hudson, Steve Clark and George Maltby. Individuals that would welcome the challenge of playing against their colleagues and able to withstand the inevitable sledging that would come their way! Thus the scene was set – glorious sunshine, ground/wicket in great shape and two teams eager to engage in combat! Hawkley having won the toss elected to bat and sent out Aaron Stewart and Pete Banbury. Rain Men wasting no time had Nick Hudson galloping in like a stallion to open the bowling and the shrewd veteran soon had Aaron caught for 6 and his replacement (Vishal Gupta) caught for a duck. Hawkley 2 for 12 and a decidedly shaky start, meanwhile the erstwhile stallion was looking rather pleased with himself. However the star batting act of the day was building at the other end as Pete set out his stall and galvanised himself for a lengthy stay at the crease. Pete is one of the most elegant batsmen at Hawkley and bases his innings on careful, well executed stroke play; more of a David Gower than an Ian Botham. Like all batsmen who have the skill & ability to time and pick their shots the ball still gets hit very hard but with apparent ease – wonderful to watch and Pete was providing the spectators with a masterclass. With able support from other Hawkley batsmen (Harry Maltby 10, Matt Chetwood 16 and Barry Alison 27 not out) the Hawkley total recovered from the shaky start to build towards something very defendable; almost impressive. Pete secured his first ton of the season finishing on 108 and returning to the Club House to the  rapturous and well deserved applause from everyone at the ground. I have to point out that the pick of the Rain Men bowlers was Nick Hudson (by now more of a knackered stallion after his five overs) who secured his two wickets at the expense of only 7 runs.

Time to repair to the Pavilion for a ‘classic ‘ cricket tea, generously provided by Madelaine Alison. Madelaine has a reputation (of the good kind!!) when it comes to tea. Everything is beautifully fresh, carefully prepared and appealingly displayed. Her scones, jam and cream are heaven on a plate and in a class of their own. As you can imagine we all tucked in like we hadn’t eaten for several days. Chuffing marvellous.

Once the pigs had left the trough they returned to the business of the day with the Hawkley bowlers of Ed Peel and Viggo Beecham opening the attack. Viggo made an interesting start lulling the Rain Men  batsmen into a false sense of security by allowing them to plunder 17 runs off  his first over! But Viggo remained composed, tweaked his radars & antennae to come back and bowl his next 5 overs for only 19 runs and taking 3 wickets (all clean bowled). Amazing and we loved it. Most of The Rain Men batsmen struggled to get going with the exception of J Ramsay (17), I Wall (60) and George Maltby with 24. There were some outstanding pieces of fielding . . . a caught and bowled by Tom Wallace which was fabulous and defied gravity . . . and a run out by Will Skinner. Will (of England, Leicester and Harlequins fame) had come all the way from Singapore to play for Hawkley (probably a record). Classic Hawkley, in that having travelled all that way he did not get to bat or bowl (well, it was his first game) but he did deliver one of the highlights of the match. Fielding in the deep and with the batsmen turning for an ‘easy second’ he unleashed a laser like throw directly over the stumps and into the keepers gloves to have George Maltby run out (que much Hawkley laughter and a lot of chuntering from George). George actually took it all in good spirits and had looked jolly good for his 24. The Rain Men never gave up but it was not to be their day, being bowled out for 129.This was a wonderful friendly and enjoyable game of cricket which allowed 14 Hawkley players to don their whites and flop around for six hours, have a scrummy tea and get stuck into the new beer and lager served up by the entertaining Charlotte Butcher our hospitality manager. Thank you everyone. 

Next Home Game: 1330 Sunday 18th August v Elsted Cricket Club. Bar from 1530. All welcome.
