SUNDAY 9th June 2024	

Stroke Makers Cricket Club 242 for 6 from 40 overs. Hawkley Cricket Club 207 all out. Stroke Makers CC won by 35 runs.

It is always a pleasure to welcome the Stroke Makers Cricket Club to Hawkley. They are predominantly of Pakistan heritage and based in West London. They have played together for years and have a wonderful sense of humour which they combine with silky cricketing skills. They bat equally all the way down the order and have five or six bowlers that seem able to find line and length as second nature. If Stroke Makers were distracted by the cricket T20 World Cup (Pakistan v India) they didn’t show it as they applied their trade to boss this game against Hawkley.

A stiff northerly breeze under leaden skies had us all reaching for our woollies and wondering if this was June or April? That said the ground was in perfect shape with a maiden wicket awaiting the teams.

Zaheer Butt (team organiser, scorer, bowler and general good egg) won the toss and decided that his team would bat first. Zaheer’s brother in law, Farooq Butt opened the batting with Salahudin (‘I must go up the order’). Farooq got off to his normal bustling start clubbing boundaries whilst Salahudin did a lot of swishin’ and missin’ (much to the amusement of his teammates). Inevitably Salahudin swished once too often and caught the edge down the leg side for Nick Pettman the Hawkley keeper to take an excellent diving catch off the bowling of George Kitching. Sameer Butt (Zaheer’s brother) did his best to keep the scoreboard ticking before holing out to Chad Henderson for 16 from the bowling of Nick Hudson. This then brought together Farooq (still there) and Laldin Bhatti who both played stylish shots to accelerate the Stroke Makers innings. Farooq was the first to go given LBW for 51 from a swift delivery by Toby Cross, soon followed by Laldin Bhatti 42 caught by the Hawkley skipper Matt Chetwood who hung on to an awkward chance high above his head (whilst tumbling backwards!). Stroke Makers lower middle order were then given free licence to biff and bash any loose deliveries all around (and over) the ground – including taking a tile off the Clubhouse roof. Shoaib (52 not out) played a wonderfully fluid innings assisted by Khuram (26 not out) to finalise the Stroke Makers total at 242 for 6 from their 40 overs. Best of the bowlers was the Hawkley wily veteran Nick Hudson who took a single wicket for 26 runs off his 6 overs.

By now we were all ready to retreat to the relative warmth of the Clubhouse where Chris Wren and daughter Tessa (aged 11) had prepared a wonderful selection of hot and cold food. Beef & horse radish sandwiches are not often seen at Hawkley so were promptly gobbled up as were the hot chicken legs. The ‘Show Stopper' though was Tessa homemade chocolate fudge cake which had the punters fighting over the final slices! Wonderful – thank you Tessa and Chris for a fabulous cricket tea.

Fully refreshed, recharged and reheated it was time ‘get out there again’ and for Hawkley to whittle away at the Stroke Masters total of 242. Given the potential strength of the Hawkley batting and the requirement for a relatively modest 6 runs an over this was a target that Hawkley felt they could surpass. Try as the Hawkley batsmen did the bowling attack and sharp catching/fielding kept Stroke Makers in the drivers seat and in control of the game. Three Hawkley batsmen played some exciting and entertaining shots to head the Hawkley attack, Aaron Stewart 25, Pete Banbury 61 and Nick Pettman 58 but on this occasion it would not be enough to assert supremacy. Eventually Hawkley would be all out in the final over for 207 and thus leave Stroke Makers worthy winners by 35 runs.

Next home games: 
Saturday 15th June @1530 Hawkley Juniors Cricket Day – Under 10 and under 13 matches.
Sunday 16th June @1330 v East Meon Cricket Club. 
Bar open for both days.
