SUNDAY 23rd June 2024 – Hawkley Cricket Club Open Day & Pizza in the Park	

Hawkley Cricket Club 198 for 8 in 40 overs. Selborne Cricket Club 199 for 8 in 37 overs. Selborne win by 3 wickets.

A wonderful weather forecast, the ground in tip top condition, an early start, two eager teams, bar open all day, pizza van on the ground. This was the setting for the Hawkley Cricket Club Open Day as the crowds streamed in to the Hawkley Arena for a day of family fun. There must have been 150 adults and 50 children who in turn inspired the players to put on a display of high quality cricket which frankly would have graced any county ground in the country. The players even conspired to come up with a ‘tight finish’ to retain the spectators’ attention right down to the final ball. But there was even ‘more’ as we hosted Magan Singodia for his final appearance at Hawkley Cricket Club who after 20 years with the club is moving away (more later).

The match itself was the local derby between Hawkley and Selborne which always throws up some split loyalties and checking of the electoral role to confirm who lives where. George Maltby (Selborne through and through) put together his team of ‘locals’ – his main selection criteria being interested in  any quality player who had ever (in their lifetime!) driven through Selborne on the B3006. So he acquired a very decent team, including seven Hawkley regulars! But Hawkley were not too shabby either, so consequently the teams were evenly matched and ready to conjure up a corker.

Ed Peel won the toss for Hawkley and elected to bat first. He and Aaron Stewart started very briskly and raced along to 35 from the first 4 overs until Ed (11) was well caught off the fast and accurate bowling of George Kitching. Chad Henderson, Hawkley’s stand out batsman of the season then joined Aaron to both bat with authority, power and skill. But those attributes were not in short supply for George Kitching either who then bowled Aaron for a quick fire 25. Meanwhile Chad was going about his business at the crease, careful with his shot selection yet spanking any chaff off the screws into the middle distance. Chad at only 18 is already a fabulous cricketer – he is in his final year at Seaford College and we are so pleased to have him at Hawkley on Sundays (and his father, Tyron who played for Selborne on this occasion). If Chad had a problem (and frankly he didn’t have many) it was that his partners at the other end weren’t really hanging around long enough to build any significant partnerships. He had to wait until the arrival of Mark Lambert (who entered the fray at No 8 in the 27th over) before he found a willing and supportive partner. The Selborne first change bowlers had done a sterling job in slowing up the run rate – particularly Chad’s father Tyron who bowled a bamboozling array of flippers, doosras, googlies, zooters and wrong un’s in an attempt to winkle out his son (no luck there). But it was time for Hawkley to deploy the howitzers and get the run rate back on track to post a challenging total.  Chad opened his shoulders and showed his class and started to biff the ball all around the park and surrounding area. He hit 5 enormous sixes and 8 fours on his way to 91 before holing out to the ever persistent bowling of George Kitching. Such a shame that Chad did not go on for his second Hawkley ton of the season but he was batting ‘for the team’ and taking risks he probably would have not done if batting selfishly – an extremely admirable quality. Meanwhile Mark was causing his own damage getting in on the act with a well timed six of his own and to carry his bat for a very useful 23 not out. Hawkley 198 for 8 off 40 overs.

As it had been a 1200 start we then headed to the Pavilion for a late lunch provided by the Maltby Clan. This was a no nonsense ‘Billy Bunter’ lunch of deep filed sandwiches with lovely soft white bread – so many different varieties and enough to feed an army. However a minor infringement was brought to the attention of the judges of the ‘Best Tea’ of the season committee. Rule 7, para 2b expressly disqualifies any tea where sub-contracting takes place. With Ed Peel adding flapjack (crunchy) and Alison Henderson the scones (delicious) there had been a serious breach of protocol. Shame, as the grub was ‘right up’ there and potentially in contention for the trophy. Despite the judging technicalities, the players and spectators loved it and scoffed the lot! Thank you to all the Maltby’s for a very generous and delicious lunch.

The crowd were now baying for more cricket and had also spied Florio’s pizza van which had taken up position for post-match Pizza’s in the Park. The Selborne batsmen immediately got the Hawkley team concerned and the fielders pushed back on to the boundary after only a few balls! Tyron Henderson went 6,6,4 and Dan Cliefe went 4,2,4,4,4,4,4 in a stunning batting bombardment. Something was needed from Hawkley and luckily the first change bowlers of Chad Henderson and Mark Lambert managed to slow down and curb the Selborne electric start. Tyron had raced to 32 and Dan to 27 when Mark struck with tempting (yet accurate) deliveries to have Tyron well caught at deep mid on by Toby Cross and Dan caught behind by Nick Petman. There then followed a mini Selborne collapse with the regular clatter of timber being heard across the ground. Everyone (apart from George) particularly seemed to enjoy George Maltby going for a golden duck off a fine delivery from Chad. With the match in the balance and under the wily guidance of David Lloyd, Selborne rallied. David is a awesome cricketer having had a long (and continuing) career in league cricket as a batsman, bowler and keeper – his class shone. His main antagonists were George Kitching (30) and Jaymine Patel (20 not out). It was great to see two young cricketers/friends (who had learnt their trade at Holybourne under the stewardship of Martin Kitching) batting alongside the experienced season pro! David eventually carried his bat for an unbeaten 46 and had masterfully steered Selborne to victory with 3 overs remaining. Best of the Hawkley bowling was delivered by Mark Lambert with 3 for 21 off 5.5 overs and Chad Henderson 3 for 22 off 8 overs. Marvellous entertainment and well done Selborne.

As the match concluded Magan Singodia drew the stumps at Hawkley Cricket ground for the final time! Magan has been involved with Hawkley Cricket Club for over two decades. Sadly for us (but good for them!) Magan and Elizabeth are moving to Hampton Court to be near their family. Magan has been the complete package for Hawkley Cricket Club – batsman, wicket keeper, occasional bowler and latterly umpire. Above all he has been an excellent ambassador for the club in his approach and support of village cricket. He and his ‘raised finger’ will be sorely missed and we wish Magan and Liz all the best in their new home – for which the club presented them with £350 worth of John Lewis vouchers. Au Revoir and Good Luck! 

With the sun now flooding the pavilion and making the outfield look velvety green to the touch it was the perfect setting to move on to the next part of the enjoyment at the bar and with a Pizza in the Park. With all three of our hospitable bar staff on duty (James, Charlie and Nick) the drinks/laughs were flowing - and with Nicks ghetto blaster blasting the Village Hall started rockin’. Connor Justice who owns/runs Florios is a friend/supporter of the cricket club and he did a wonderful (and tasty) job ins serving up in excess of 100 pizzas (thank you Connor). Connor is also a member of the Royal British Legion in Liss and as ever it was good to have the RBL drinking team attempting (but not succeeding) to empty the Hawkley cellar. My final word of thanks goes to Katy Miklausic the Hawkley Cricket Club Director of Fun who coordinated the Open Day and got us all in the right frame of mind to make the whole day an enormous success.

Home games this week: 1800 Thursday 27 June T20 v The Queens Head and 1330 Sunday 30th June Howzatt Cricket Club. Everyone Welcome.



