SUNDAY 11th August 2024

Hawkley Cricket Club 231 for 6, Clanfield Cricket Club132 for 8. Hawkley won by 99 runs.

Unusually, Hawkley was ‘on the road’ with a visit to Clanfield Cricket Club. Clanfield is an expanding village and the cricket club has got on the back of the wave to grow in size and prestige too. They boast 2 Saturday league teams, a Sunday team, a midweek team, a ladies team and a junior section; but best of all they have built themselves a brand new clubhouse. All this perched on their extensive ‘meadow’ gave a wonderful vibe and lifted the cricketing spirits. The sun was beating down (hottest day of the year so far) so the ground was an absolute picture but it was going to be sweltering/humid work for the bowlers and fielders. Hawkley won the toss and Ed Peel (skipper for the day) elected to bat first – opening up with himself and Pete Banbury. 

J Kishore opened the bowling for Clanfield and soon made an impact forcing Pete to chop on to his stumps without troubling the scorer. There then followed a classic Hawkley run out where middle aged men think they can still sprint like eighteen year olds; David Lloyd the unfortunate casualty. Meanwhile Ed was moving along quite fluidly and had soon notched up 32 before J Kishore struck again; a solid blow from Ed but sadly straight to the fielder at mid on who took a valuable catch. Hawkley at 40 for 3 could have wobbled but the sturdy figure of Mark Lambert and the crafty Clive Hopkin came together to settle things down and build a memorable partnership. I think Mark has finally convinced the Hawkley selectors that he is a batsman as he brought out his full repertoire of shots for a magnificent 50 not out (retired). At the other end Clive was slowly building his innings when suddenly everything clicked and he started seeing the cricket ball as though it was the size of a football. He cleverly found the gaps between the fielders and went on to also complete a fabulous unbeaten half century before retiring to the clubhouse.  The Hawkley innings was then concluded by a couple of very exciting, thunderous youngsters in Will Shore (39) and Toby Cross (26). With the overs running out they took a no nonsense approach to the bowling and dealt primarily in sixes and fours. Will in particular took only 16 balls to smash 5 fours and 3 sixes in his 15 minutes at the crease – confirming his all round sporting talent. Hawkley 231 for 6 from the allotted 35 overs. Pick of the Clanfield bowlers being J Kishore 2 for 22 off 7 overs.

There was then a race to get into the (new) clubhouse and out of the sun, some shade at last! A wonderful cricket tea was provided by Clanfield and everyone took the opportunity to graze, rehydrate and apply another layer of factor 50. The Hawkley scorer starting to resemble a Lobster Thermador.

I think this is the third match in a row that I can report that the Hawkley bowling and fielding has once again been reassuringly effective (dare I say, tip top). The Hawkley bowlers all recorded commendable figures (David Lloyd, 2 for 4 off 5 overs) but there was an emerging young star for Hawkley who out shone all the old stagers. Alex Quinnell (aged 12, son of Matt and resident of Colemore) was making his Hawkley debut. As a first change (seam) bowler he made all the important initial breakthroughs having the Clanfield opener caught by Pete Banbury for 12 and then clean bowling the No 3 batsman for 2 – what a start! Alex went on to take one further wicket and take a magnificent catch, a solid shot which he had to jump for and pouch well above his head. Two able Clanfield batsmen did hold up the Hawkley attack, E Milford muscled his way to 29 and A Smith looked dangerous until he fell for 26. However, the run rate was always behind the curve and finally  Clanfield posted 132 for 8 before we all scuttled off again to find the solace of some shade. 

We are grateful to Clanfield for their hospitality and for allowing us to share their fabulous new facilities. But the day belonged to Alex Quninnell and what we hope is the beginning of a long cricketing career with Hawkley Cricket Club.

Next Home Game: 1330 Sunday 18th August v Elsted Cricket Club. Bar from 1530. All welcome.
