SUNDAY 5th May 2024	

Binsted Cricket Club 178 for 8, Hawkley Cricket Club 179 for 6. Hawkley win by 4 wickets.

Summer . . . the sweet season makes plants bud and bloom. The hills and valleys are covered with green. The nightingale sings with fresh new feathers. The turtledove sings her song to her mate. Summer has arrived, and flowers blossom from the ground. The hart has left his old antlers on a fence. The buck has shed his winter coat. Fish dart about with fresh scales. The snake sloughs away her old skin. The swallow quickly chases little flies. The busy bee mixes her honey. There is the comforting sound of leather on willow.

Meanwhile on a cold, blustery damp afternoon - regardless of the weather it felt like summer pulling on the whites and having the opportunity to once again to be able to play some cricket. This was an away fixture v Binsted but with both their ground and ours being unplayable (too soft) we were given the opportunity to play on the sand based square at Headley Cricket Club. This was made possible by the Binsted skipper George King – a stella effort for which we were all extremely grateful. George’s determination to get a ‘game on’ was rewarded with an exhilarating start to  the 2024 season.

Hawkley welcomed three new local lads making their debut in Oli Heapy (Priors Dean), Sam Charlton (Empshott) and Mark Lambert (Hawkley) – always great to have new players within the Club. Matt Chetwood making his first season start as ‘on field captain’ won the toss and made the shrewd decision to ask Binsted to pad up first. Binsted with a whiff of youth and energy about them had the Hawkley bowlers & fielders on edge in case they were called upon to match such potential athleticism. As it was the Binsted innings was an even contest between bat and ball with neither side gaining the upper hand. Ed Kitching bowled a tight opening spell along with the veteran Nick Hudson who claimed the first wicket with a sharp catch by Matt Chetwood at mid-off to dismiss the dangerous J Patel for 8. George King then came to the crease to partner B Baldwin and set about the bowling with style and determination. B Baldwin then suffered one of those ‘awkward family moments’ being given out LBW by his umpiring son! Glaring at his son and muttering “you can find your own way home” B Baldwin shuffled his way back to the Pavilion. To be fair to the Baldwin family they actually took it very well and it was a jaffa of a ball from Vishal Gupta. Vishal had come on as first change bowler along with Chad Henderson and the pair bowled some lively and varied deliveries keeping the batsmen on their toes. George King was joined by W Cronk and together they got the scoreboard ticking with the Hawkley fielders running hither than thither. The dangerous Mr Cronk was the next to fall to a fine catch caught behind by Sam Charlton off the bowling of Chad Henderson for 24. Mark Lambert bowled a lengthy and effective spell of 7 overs for 2 wickets and 26 runs whilst at the other end the youngster Oli Heapy was rewarded with his first Hawkley success having Mr J Lock adjudged LBW for 16. None of Binsted batsmen managed to ‘get away’ to a big score but the contributions of G King (35) and M Knight (37) were crucial in the final Binsted total of 178 for 8 from 35 overs. Pick of the Hawkley bowlers was Vishal Gupta who bowled a great line and length to finish with figures of 7 overs with 3 wickets for 43 runs.

We all then retreated to the much needed warmth of the Headley Clubhouse where George King’s parents provided us with a wonderful cricket tea. It was a fantastic spread and much appreciated – the ginger cake was ‘best in show’ and recipes were exchanged! Thank you Mr & Mrs King.

The Hawkley reply turned out to be spearheaded with a batting masterclass by Chad Henderson in his second season with Hawkley and only 18 years old last month. Having had a pep talk from his father - “ Son, the issue with your batting is you’re just a slogger. You need to temper your game and become a ‘refined slogger’ like me”! This seemed to do the trick as Chad refined his game to pick his shots, keeping out the good balls but dispatching the less good and building an impressive innings. Chad is an amazing talent and we all watched in awe as he stroked his way to 101 (not out) in 90 minutes including 3 x sixes and 16 x fours. It was a dazzling display of shot selection and brilliant powerful execution providing superb entertainment for the spectators. Chad had good support partners in James Stratford-Tuke & Matt Chetwood and once he had carried his bat back to the Clubhouse the pace was maintained by Sam Charlton who hit a bright 31. The merriment continued to the very end with Vishal bashing a six to win the match for Hawkley. However the day belonged to Chad, even the Binsted attack, which was pacey and accurate, admired Chad’s endeavour and once the match was over (and in the spirit of the game) presented Chad with the match ball. A wonderful way to start the 2024 cricket season and our sincere thanks to Binsted CC for their hospitality and determination/ingenuity in finding a way to allow two teams to play some cricket.

Next home game: Sunday 12th May @1330 v Medstead Cricket Club. Bar open from 1600.










