SUNDAY 25TH August 2024 
Hawkley Cricket Club 158 all out. Evans X1 160 for 10. Evans X1 won by 3 wickets.
Followed by the Hawkley Cricket Club BBQ, social and annual fund raiser.
This was the last game of the season and one that is cherished by all those involved – Hawkley v The Evan X1. The Evans family have been the bedrock of Hawkley cricket for several decades with the current representation of Viv Evans, Seamus Evans and Rory Evans all heavily embroiled within the club. The baton is being passed (slowly) from Viv to Seamus to select a team of family and friends to provide a convivial but determined challenge to the Hawkley cricket team. As this is such a popular fixture/occassion we ended up playing 14 a side – which actually is not quite as unmanageable as it sounds. The fielding team is only allowed 11 fielders (interchangeable) at any one time whilst the batting team can bat to number 14 if required (and yes, it was required!). It was with this background that we all gathered on a dry, sunny, yet windy & chilly afternoon to play the honourable game have some fun.
Having won the toss Hawkley started very brightly with Aaron Stewart and Ed Peel looking fluent and keeping the score rattling along. Ed & Aaron managed to see off the opening bowlers but then the rot set in as the first change bowlers of Sam Charlton and Toby Cross bowled accurate and intelligent lines to send the batsmen regularly back to the Pavilion. Aaron scored 17 before he was bowled by Toby whilst Ed moved to 30 before his furniture was rattled by Sam. Matt Chetwood went cheaply for 2 having been psyched out and then bowled out by Sam. Harry Maltby took his opportunity and was batting/biffing with confidence and care until he was undone by the champagne moment of the day. Harry latched on to a length ball from Steve Clark, sending it high over the bowlers head (with 6 written all over it) when suddenly it was held up in the wind . . . and we could see Toby Cross scorching the grass to cover the ground towards it . . . surely not? Toby is at the opposite end of most of the Hawkley cricketing line up – being young, extraordinarily fit and extraordinarily coordinated (we can only dream). Toby somehow managed to avoid pole axing himself on the sight screen, juggle the ball, stay on the field of play and catch the ball. Harry could only admire the incredible fielding and trudge back to the changing room having hit an extremely valuable 33. There then followed a procession of Hawkley batsmen slow scoring & low scoring until some late resistance from George Maltby. George has a large following of Hawkley players (teammates!) who indulge themselves with blue on blue sledging/barracking – all very amusing but an additional hazard (for George) on top of facing the bowling by the opposition. Luckily George has a thick skin and a sense of humour to raise two fingers towards his ‘friends’ on the veranda – and get 20 runs on the board (more than most of the barrackers put together!!). Game, set and match George. Hawkley needed all 13 wickets to reach their meagre total of 158 off the allocated 40 overs – which was surely never going to be enough?  All of the Evans X1 bowlers had a good day at the office with the pick being Steve Clark 2 for 9 off 5 overs and Toby Cross 3 for 12 off 6 overs.
Given we had an early start we then broke for a cricket tea at lunchtime (enough to confuse most of us) – kindly provided by the Evans family. The Evans spread is always generous & hearty and this was no exception. Wonderful ‘A list’ sandwiches prepared by Victoria, with delicious cakes baked by Annabelle and Sarah. All washed down with brimming mugs of boiling hot tea – much appreciated as the temperature on the field of play having dropped significantly. 
But there was to be no hiding in the clubhouse as the players had to emerge into the cold wind and get on with part two. Tom Fletcher (16) and Fred Fry (14) started well for the Evans X1 until Nick Hudson and James Pringle broke through. Nick and James were bowling well and taking wickets, supported by (mostly) effective Hawkley fielding and catching. Hawkley took 5 catches in total – the most impressive being by Matt Chetwood who had to track back for an ‘up and under’ off the bat of Toby Cross to take a really difficult catch (que palpable relief, not least from Matt). At 51 for 6 off the first 12 overs the win predictor was tipping in Hawkley’s favour but Harry Bradbury and Seamus Evans didn’t see it that way. They came to the crease and started to find the middle of the bat and the white lines of the boundary. They played some exciting and skilful cricket to reel in towards the winning target. Harry was eventually bowled by Ed Peel for 30 whilst Seamus went on to remain unbeaten for a thrilling 40. The Evans X1 had used 10 of their 13 wickets to reach their winning score of 160 with 9 overs to spare.
With the bar open from 1200 (and doing brisk business) there was a joyful and happy (if cold) crowd of spectators who had been treated to an exciting game of cricket. The star act of the day was still to come with the feast that is Viv Evans’s open fire pit roasted spring lamb supported by 20 different fresh salads individually prepared by Club members. The sight and taste of lamb roasted over an open fire pit is awesome and this was testified by the lucky 150 diners who were there to enjoy it. It was truly magnificent and massive thanks go to Viv who spent all day turning and basting the lamb to perfection; he was even too busy to play cricket (or was he selected by Seamus?). With all the food being donated and with the proceeds of the bottle raffle and bar sales Hawkley Cricket Club finances have had a much needed boost of around £2,550. Thank you to everyone who contributed and for making it such a memorable success.
For me, personally, this was a bitter/sweet day. Most of you will know I am stepping down from my time as Chairman of Hawkley Cricket Club. The Club is in great shape with good player numbers, new & interesting fixtures, fantastic facilities, the best cricket teas in Hampshire but most importantly excellent attitude, morale and friendship. The time is right for the next generation to bring fresh ideas & energy to improve the club further and ensure that friendly Sunday cricket will always be played (well) at Hawkley. I’m not stepping down completely as I will continue to be an active member of the club and assist wherever/whenever required. To mark my time as Chairman of Hawkley Cricket Club the current members have kindly bought/presented the most wonderful ‘Chairman’s Bell’. The Chairman’s Bell  go up on the external wall of the pavilion by the bar to name/honour all the previous Chairmen of Hawkley Cricket Club (that we can recall/remember!). A very special gift and a very special day – thank you.









