MONDAY 5TH August 2024 

T20 Match. Old Rosallians Cricket Club 130 for 6, Hawkley Cricket Club 115 for 4. Old Rossallians win by 15 runs.

The old boys of Rossall School (Old Rossallians) breezed into town from the Lancashire Coast and also (don’t ask) from a delayed flight in Rome. They are on their annual exploration of the south of England, reaping havoc on the resilience of unsuspecting cricket clubs such as Hawkley. This is our fifth fixture with the ORs and we have learnt that they are a fine bunch of (young) athletes who love their cricket. This being their first fixture of their three match tour they are eager and more worryingly relatively sober. All the OR players are well coached, fit and extremely well suited to the fast and furious nature of T20 cricket; all served up with wonderful Lancashire accents and sense of humour.
But we are not too shabby ourselves at Hawkley who assembled 11 of it’s finest gladiators to what proved to be a stiff and exciting tour opener.

Starting at 1800 on an Monday night is an unusual day/time for cricket but the weather was with us and the ground looked majestic with a finely cropped outfield and a pristine & inviting new wicket. ORs up first and of the openers C Clark starting laying down the law with three straight fours to open his account but success for Hawkley at the other end as Jaymin Patel clean bowled W Gair for 4. Jaymin and Toby Cross did an exceptional job to suppress the early batsmen who after the early flurry were finding the boundary more elusive. Aaron Stewart was captaining the Hawkley team and he did a grand job in getting the best from his players and creating just the right ‘edge’ to keep the match finely balanced. Aaron’s leadership fed through to his fielders who were on the money, two excellent catches were taken (one by Aaron and one by Ted Troth) and some of the throwing from deep was top drawer (Jaymin and Sam Charlton in particular). The No 3 batsman for the ORs (J Warwick 46) was the lynchpin of the team as he hung around and kept things ticking over. But a bloodbath never developed. The Hawkley first & second change bowlers managed to keep a lid on things, taking wickets and stifling the run rate. All the Hawkley bowlers can take great credit from their contribution but a special mention to Sam Charlton (normally a keeper!) – 2 for 16 from his four overs. The resulting total for the ORs was 130 for 6 and given their flair with the bat it was a sterling performance in the field from Hawkley. Game on.

Aaron opened the Hawkley batting with David Lloyd and the pair looked in good nick for the first 8 overs (54 on the board), just about on the run rate, middling the ball and working well together. Aaron hit one perfectly executed six towards the Pavilion, splitting the spectators as they clutched their pints of Brixton Pale Ale whilst diving for cover. Sadly, shortly after this Aaron (on 15) slightly mistimed one, chipping the ball up to the attentive fielder who gobbled it up. David continued with the aid of Sam Charlton but it slowly became apparent that whilst the Hawkley bowling/fielding had been excellent the OR bowling/fielding was outstanding. Nothing was given away by bowlers or fielders as the ORs put a stranglehold on the batsmen. Some of the fielding was awesome and in the failing light one wondered if at times we were being deceived by the acts of athleticism, but no, these boys are at the top of their trade. David Lloyd made a valiant effort for his 27, Jaymin hit some wonderful strokes in his 22 and Mark Lambert an effective 19 not out but with the overs running out Hawkley were restricted to 115 for 4. 

This was a wonderful evening of cricket and some of the most exciting and skilful I have witnessed at Hawkley. Both fielding teams won out (over the batsmen) but the ORs justly had the final say. Jonty Arundel then provided some excellent tucker (straight from a deli in Rome) and James Fair served up the necessary beverages to round off a stella occasion. 

Next Home Game: 1330 Sunday 18th August v Elsted Cricket Club. Bar from 1530. All welcome.

