SUNDAY 12th May 2024	

Hawkley Cricket Club 246 for 8, Medstead Cricket Club 91 All Out. Hawkley won by 155 runs.

Given the appalling cold and wet spring we have all endured we were rewarded with a week of sunshine and a stupendous day of summer sun on Sunday. As a result of the recent climatic conditions the grass takes on a life of it’s own growing as fast as you can cut it, plus turning a magnificent emerald green. Combine this with the backdrop of the Oak Trees, the Gallops and the Hangers and you would be forgiven for thinking you were in cricketing nirvana. More of this please!

But cricket is a serious business and once Hawkley had carried out their extensive warm up drills, Ed Peel won the toss and decided to bat. Sadly Ed was not at the crease long before he toe’ d one up in the air being caught at deep mid on off the bowling of James Wilson. One man’s downfall is another’s opportunity, which in this case was taken by the ‘in form’ Chad Henderson who joined Nick Petman in the middle. The pair then beguiled us with an array of well crafted and forceful batting. Whilst Nick was generally happy to play with caution & care, Chad was more inclined to load his gatling gun and spread the ball like bullets around the ground – with several ‘rounds’ landing in/near the pavilion! Having put on a first-rate partnership of 77, Nick fell to a sharp ball by R Taylor, bowled for 28. Chad was then then joined by James Stratford-Tuke who quickly settled in to playing his stylish support role (as per the previous week). However, Chad was soon undone by another R Taylor delivery being caught at deep gulley for a quick fire and highly accomplished 65. Sam Charlton then marched out to join James and play his forceful brand of stroke play, dealing mainly in boundaries! One of Sam’s more brutal shots came right out of the springs of the bat to rocket 22 yards straight into the midriff of his partner at the other end. Poor old James had no time to evade this exocet missile but was very ‘stiff upper lip’ about it, but the subsequent bruise could not disguise how painful the blow had been. Whilst the blow was totally unintentional, Sam was about to endure pain of a different sort – caught by one of his best friends, James Wilson, off the bowling of his brother Toby Charlton for 15. Sunday cricket as it’s best. Sam’s humiliating exit allowed Tom Stratford-Tuke to join his father for a father/son partnership (always special). Tom was in really good shape and rattled along to build a fine innings of 47 before being bowled by Jan de Jager. By now the damage was done and with a late flurry from the tail enders Hawkley finished their 35 overs with imposing total of 246 for 8.

Cricket teas at Hawkley are almost as important as the cricket itself. It may come as a surprise to some that ‘league cricket’ has virtually done away with the cricket tea (post covid) – unimaginable and lazy. Our first home tea of the season was a belter -setting the bar high for teas to come! With so many different sandwich fillings in lovely fresh fluffy bread it was heavenly. The longest (hot) chipolata sausages ever seen in Hampshire plus scones piled high with jam and cream (or was it cream and jam?). Marvellous – and many thanks from us all to Petman & Co Ltd. This was a busy day for ‘team Petman’ – Granny on the teas, Nick & Joe on the field of play, Bea helping with the scoring and Miles playing cricket for Hampshire. Good stuff.

Time for some more action. Mark Lambert “I’m more of a batsman than an opening bowler” rolled up his sleeves and got on with the task allotted him – and apart from one expensive over he bowled neatly to finish with 2 wickets. At the other end Ed Kitching had opened the bowling and having grown several inches between seasons has become a more intimidating and skilful bowler. The top order of Medstead were obviously no slouches with the timber, Messrs Bembridge, Charlton and Robinson all looked comfortable and talented. However it was not to be Medstead’s day as the Hawkley bowlers and fielders took control. Toby Charlton (22) was threatening to make a significant contribution when Ed produced the ‘champagne moment of the day’ by bowling a sharp, accurate snorter into the blockhole to york Toby and send the stumps flying. Ed finishing his work having bowled 6 overs for 3 wickets and 25 runs. The other major bowling interventions came form Paul Cross who bamboozled the batsmen to take 3 wickets from his 3 overs for only 10 runs – and Vishal Gupta who took 2 wickets from his 4 overs for only 9 runs. Despite a fine final wicket partnership of 20 runs Medstead were all out for 91. One Hawkley player who cannot go without a mention is Tom Wallace (making his season debut) who had a fine afternoon bowling 3 tight overs, taking 2 excellent catches and spanking 11 runs (not out). Finally, our thanks go to Medstead CC for being such good sports and never giving up. 

There was a delightful atmosphere at the club on Sunday – entertaining sport, scrumptious tea, young (and old!) families all around the ground enjoying the sunshine and friendship. Perhaps this had something to do with the new beer, lager and fine wines served up by our quiet and reserved bar steward (James Fair – thank you!). See everyone next weekend – new players and new spectators are always welcome.

Next home game: Sunday 19th May @1330 v Grayshott Cricket Club. Bar open from 1530.










