SUNDAY 2nd June 2024	

Hawkley Cricket Club 174 for 5 from 35 overs. X11th Men Cricket Club 175 for 4 from 34.1 overs. X11th Men CC won by 6 wickets.

Sweet summer  . . . a wonderful setting, a beautiful hot & sunny day, a solid & well prepared track, 22 cricketers chomping at the bit, a fine English cricket tea and cold beers all served up by genial hosts. All that was needed was a cracking competitive game of cricket – which I’m pleased to report was delivered in spades.

Credit to the Hawkley Green Keepers who had squeezed the pips out of the ground to produce it at it’s very best. The combination of all that rain in May and then the recent sunshine has resulted in a velvety emerald green outfield soft to the touch and easy on the eye. Add to this a wicket playing it’s fourth game but still firm and true giving those with bat and ball equal opportunity. Chuffing marvellous work – thank you.

Mark Lambert, as acting skipper in his first season (thank you Mark!) had a discussion with Saleem the X11th Men captain and agreed that Hawkley should bat first. X11th Men had a very strong combination of opening bowlers in Gursant and A Norris who both regularly found the corridor of uncertainty to frustrate the Hawkley batsmen – opened by James Stratford-Tuke & Harry Maltby. The X11th Men bowlers were as mean as junkyard dog leaking only 15 runs from the first eight overs. James had blocked as long as he could before he was castled by the ever accurate A Norris without really troubling the scorer. Harry was then joined in the middle by Mark Lambert and the pair played some excellent defensive cricket to protect their wickets and get their ‘eye in’. The slow run rate was a reflection of the accurate bowling and having seen off the opening bowlers the X11th men replaced them with equally tight pair of marksmen. Harry and Mark were pretty much rooted to the crease for over an hour before they opted to ‘hit out’ and consequently were then both skilfully caught playing their shots – Harry for 26 and Mark for 17. This then brought together the most productive pair for Hawkley of George Matlby and Vishal Gupta both of whom did not let the bowlers dominate. George got off to a particularly brisk start finding cow corner with a string of well biffed fours; whilst Vishal hit a wonderful six off the middle of his new bat (very satisfying). The pair put on an entertaining partnership of 72  before they were both caught attempting to increase the run rate; George 41 and Vishal 39. This left the lively pair of George Kitching and Hector Fair to wrench the most runs they could from the remaining 4 overs. They made an admirable fist of this and finished unbeaten with Hector on 12 and George on 18. The Hawkley batsmen had played some very sensible & accomplished cricket against a tight bowling attack and defensive field settings to finish on 174 for 5 from their 35 overs.

Time for tea – a wonderful ‘blokes tea’ prepared and delivered by Jon ‘Delia’ Whybrow. Chunky sandwiches and homemade brownies & scones were the highlight washed down by mugs of steaming hot tea (extraordinary that hot tea is so refreshing on a scorching day). Thank you Jon, your baking and preparation was much appreciated by all the players, umpires, scorers and spectators.

As the second innings started it soon became apparent that the X11th Men were no slouches with the timber and that this was going to be a very close contest. Consequently Hawkley had to up their game and none more so than the opening bowlers of Ed Kitching and Rory Evans - rising wonderfully to the challenge. The pair bowled four overs each at the total cost of only 7 miserly runs – some of the best bowling seen at Hawkley this season. Weirdly the X11th Men innings was turning into a direct reflection of the Hawkley Innings – a slow start and then some acceleration in the middle order. Although Hawkley’s fielding was sharp and ‘full on’ they were not able to capitalise on the pouching opportunities offered up by the X11th Men; the old adage of catches cost matches never truer. Having said that Rory and George Maltby both took excellent catches off the bowling of Vishal and Mark Lambert to keep Hawkley’s skin in the game. Once the opening batsmen had departed (M Court 31 and P Brindley 21) it was the middle order batsman Gursant who grabbed the game by the horns (he had scored 88 in this match last year). The champagne moment of the match was provided by Vishal Gupta who conjured a wonderful seamed delivery that moved slightly off the wicket to remove the bails from R Blacoe’s middle stump - expertly bowled out for 15. However by now Gursant had settled in and was seeing the ball like a football and having reached 54 gallantly ‘retired’. This was a really tight game that could have gone either way but credit to the X11th Men who settled the affair with only 5 balls remaining, finishing on 175 for 4. 

Pots match, both teams quaffed pints of ale in the setting sun (expertly poured by James Fair – thank you) and reflected on a truly wonderful afternoon of cricket. It doesn’t get much better than this – apart from possibly next week (!) when the big hitting Stroke Makers CC come up from West London.

Next home game: Sunday 9th June @1330 v Stroke Makers Cricket Club. Bar open from 1530.
