SUNDAY 16th June 2024	

East Meon Cricket Club 177 all out. Hawkley Cricket Club 134 for 9. Match Drawn.

Although the heavens had opened the day before, there was just enough wind and sunshine to dry the wicket and allow village cricket, at it’s best, to take place. Two teams with equal values, abilities and approach to the game continued the tradition of this long standing and enjoyable fixture. Both cricket clubs encourage and delight in having strong family bonds and it being Father’s Day there was definitely a family feel to proceedings. 

Hawkley boasted the entire Kitching/Watts clan – Flair & Jamie on teas (more of which later), Bea & Elizabeth propping up the bar (!), George & Ed on the field of play and finally Martin keeping Doris topped up with tea and generally making sure the day clicked. Add to this the Hawkley brothers of George & Harry Maltby plus Steve Clark and his amazing son Matt who was spending the weekend doing the three peaks (and actually running and/or cycling between them). For East Meon there was a mini herd from the Atkinson farming fraternity in brothers Ollie & Will and father George all playing with Mum proudly watching on. But possibly, best of all, we had a father/daughter combination for Hawkley in John and Abbie Whybrow. Abbie has just completed a sports degree at Durham University where she played a good deal of cricket and even toyed with going professional. She departs shortly for Perth (Australia) where she will play the pivotal role of ‘overseas player’ for a team in competitive league cricket. All of these combinations and relationships made for a memorable father’s day – however, we had actually gathered to play some cricket . . . 

East Meon won the toss and with both skippers (Matt Chetwood and Will Atkinson) agreeing on a ‘timed format’, East Meon elected to bat. The opening batsmen of Tim Lawrence (an Aussie) and Ollie Atkinson started extremely well as they ‘dug in’ to set a solid foundation for the East Meon innings. They literally had to ‘dig in’ as the bowling of George Kitching was ‘on the money’, forcing the batsmen on to the back foot in survival mode. This was George at his very best and his opening spell of seven overs leaked only 9 runs. Ollie eventually started to work through the gears to show the quality batsman that he is carving the ball away for fours all around the ground – plus one enormous six to loose he match ball! With East Meon looking comfortable on 83 without loss, something ‘special’ was needed so Matt turned to the medium paced seam bowling of Abbie Whybrow. With a lovely rhythmical action Abbie was soon about her business with a classy ‘caught & bowled’ to send Tim Lawrence (16) back to the pavilion. That brought brother Will out to join Ollie and the accomplished Atkinson pair started to build an important partnership. However the key wicket of Ollie Atkinson soon followed from another Abbie delivery, well caught by Vishal Gupta for a masterful 88 and East Meon well set on 124 for 2.   

Hawkley then hit their team turbo button to turn the tide and put the fielding side in the ascendancy - with no other East Meon batsman getting beyond 16 runs – a marvellous effort. Steve Clark helped slow the run rate with his accurate & teasing bowling plus he unleashed ‘his arm’ (not the one Nick Hudson broke last season!) with a direct hit run out. Then there was some ‘bandit bowling’ (bit unfair) at the end from Mark Lambert (I’m really a batsman) who mopped up the tail enders to finish with impressive figures of 4 for 17 (off 5.1 overs). Credit though to George Kitching 1 for 14 (off 9 overs) and Abbie Whybrow 3 for 24 (off 7 overs). East Meon eventually all out for 177.

Flair Kitching has a reputation for show stopping master baking and is a previous winner of the coveted Hawkley Cricket Club ‘Best in Show Tea Award’ (2021). This year she somehow went one better to provide a feast worthy of a Buckingham Palace Tea Party. What can I say except (and everything is homemade) . . . sausage rolls, pasties, chicken legs, cheese straws, assorted sandwiches, melon, 2 varieties of chocolate brownie, scones with jam & clotted cream, flapjack, lemon drizzle cake, coffee & walnut cake, cupcakes, choccy biscuits and a chocolate cake. Flair (and family) you are stars on and off the field (and particularly in the kitchen!!!!). Thank you. Tea next week will be provided by George & Harry Maltby – better get baking boys.

Luckily (following tea) there was a JCB handy to lift the players out of the Clubhouse and on to the field of play. Time for the Whybrow combination to resume with Abbie and Jon opening the batting for Hawkley. However East Meon (J Edney in particular) had not read the script having Abbie caught in the slip without troubling the scoreboard. But if Abbie had excelled in the field it was time for Jon to show there was life in the old dog and that he hadn’t lost his touch, batting very nicely (classy) before holing out to a ball from Will Atkinson for 37. The most productive and threatening batting partnership for Hawkley was provided by Matt Chetwood and Mark Lambert (batting 4 and 5 respectively).  Both batted with care and precision to have the fielding side concerned and having to up their game – things were getting close and victory possible for both sides. Despite a valiant effort from the pair, M Stickland did the damage for East Meon having Matt caught for an elegant 38 and Mark bowled for a thoughtful 22. Once Hawkley had their weekly run out (the unfortunate Vishal) they switched to ‘endurance’ mode with an eye on salvaging a draw from the jaws of probable defeat. The main architect circling the wagons was the obdurate Steve Clark who managed to see the game out with the hobbling Paul Cross who had to face only one (but the final ball) of the innings. Hawkley 134 for 9 and the match drawn.

By now the sun had decided to ‘fully come out’ to spoil us with a wonderful balmy sunset and the opportunity to retire to the bar for a beer with friends. Nick Carrad is an excellent host (thank you) and to continue the family atmosphere it was good to see daughters Luella & Marie-Claire helping their father. It had been a fabulous day in so many ways and a true celebration of the importance of family (and cricket!).

Next home game: Sunday 23rd June from 1200. Hawkley Cricket Club Open Day, Match v Selborne Cricket Club. Bar open all day and Pizza Van from 1600. Everyone Welcome.
