SUNDAY 19th May 2024	

Hawkley Cricket Club 138 All Out. Grayshott Cricket Club 141 for 5. Grayshott won by 5 wickets.

Although the Met Office and the BBC tried their very hardest to forecast rain we were treated to another hot and sunny afternoon of cricket on the high veldt at Hawkley. High veldt being appropriate as there were several accents of a Springbok nature on both teams. This included four South African young men all attending Seaford College on cricket scholarships; three playing for Grayshott and our very own Chad Henderson playing for Hawkley. These lads know how to handle a cricket bat and are wonderful to watch – plus they commendably observe the etiquette and traditions of the game. But these were not the only youngsters on the field of play. Grayshott also had Angus Jennings, aged 12, who plays for Hampshire under 13’s and attends Guildford Grammar School. Angus is a prodigious talent and had a larger influence in this match than possibly his other fellow students and certainly more than the old timers of Hawkley! 

Grayshott won the toss and asked Hawkley to bat. Grayshott’s opening bowlers were a curious mix; at one end A Weball bowled a consistent line and length whilst at the other end A Terentiss was all over the place and struggling to bowl the ball on the wicket (he bowled 14 wides in all). However, as often is the case in Sunday cricket the slow erratic bowler is often the one that finds the wickets! This was the case for Mr Terentiss as he removed Aaron Stewart and Nick Petman without hardly troubling the scoreboard. Mr Weball had success too as Messrs Peel and Henderson returned to the Pavillion with low scores. Hawkley were in real trouble at 45 for 4 and never really recovered to be able to post the sort of total that would challenge Grayshott. However, Harry Maltby was in a determined mood and occupied the crease for 85 minutes and played sensibly for a valuable 41 before falling victim to the youngster Angus Jennings. Angus has a beautifully balanced bowling action and was easily the pick of the Grayshott bowlers bowling 6 overs for 4 runs and taking 1 wicket. The Hawkley tail enders did their best to rally some resistance (Vishal Gupta 22, Steve Clark 15, Nick Hudson 11) but the damage was done early on and Hawkley limped home 138 all out. Credit to the Grayshott bowlers and their young team who were very sharp in the field.

Sporting one of the most colourful cricket bruises ever seen (see last week’s match report) James Stratford-Tuke took the safer option this week of manning the kettle and making the cricket tea. James did an excellent job with a fantastic tea that was much appreciated by players and spectators alike. Thank you.

Fully refreshed it was back to work and Grayshott’s turn to pad up and chase down a relatively small target.  Although Nick Hudson and Ed Kitching managed an early wicket each, this brought together two very talented Seaford batsmen of the Rainbow Nation. D Cooke and L Smith took advantage of the fine wicket and competently dealt with a spirited Hawkley attack to boss the game. They batted with style and strength and having put on 75 runs they ‘retired’ to give others some time in the middle.  
D Cooke unbeaten on 40 and L Smith carrying his bat for 29 – well done both. One must always look for the positives and late on we had a fine bowling performance from Steve Clark playing his first game this season. His bowling slowed down the Grayshott victory and gave the later batsmen something to think about – finishing with figures of 3 wickets for 25 runs off 5 overs (nice one). Another weird stat from the game was that Hawkley bowled no wides at all and only offered up 5 extras (compared to 23 by Grayshott). Grayshott eventually surpassed the Hawkley total with the loss of only 5 wickets and were worthy winners. Luckily our Hospitality Operative (Charlie Butcher) was in fine fettle offering up the new draught beers and quality wines to ease the Hawkley pain. With the sun beating down, pint in hand, soon everything was well with the world – thank you Charlie. 

Next home game: Sunday 26th May @1330 v St James’s Cricket Club. Bar open from 1530.
